ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



RETURN to ao Address of tlie Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 1 April 1863;— ybr, 



“ COPIES of any Memorial or other Correspondence T\’hicli may have 
taken place, since 1859, between the various Departments of the English 
and Irish Governments and the Royal Dublin Society, respecting any 
Increase of Pubuc Gr.ants to the Royal Dublin Society.” 



Treasury Chambers, Whitehall 

5 May 1862 . 






F. 



PEEL. 



Royal Dublin Society, Dublin, 

Sir, 13 February 1860. 

In accordance with the suggestions which you made at your last visit to the 
Royal Dublin Society in companv with Captain Fowkc, the Council of the Society 
have had a full and careful inve^'tigation of the state of the several departments, 
with a view of ascertaining the cost of placing each in a full state of efficiency. 
I have DOW tiie honour of transmitting to you, for the inl'ornialion of the Lords of 
the Committee of Priv)- Council for Education, Department of Science and Art, 
a report of the Council on this matter, in which are embodied estimates of the 
works, and of the sum which in their opinion will be required in the present year. 
Though not officially acquainted with the fact, it is understood that the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in Ireland included in their estimates a sum to be 
expended in the erection of the wing required to complete the range of new 
conservatories at the Botanic Gardens, and of course, if their estiniate be adopted, 
the sum mentioned in our estimate under this head will not be required. 

Trusting that their Lord.ships will be pleased to recommend that a vote be 
taken in accordance with the enclosed report, 

I have, &c. 

Henry Cole, Esq., c. b., (signed) if. E. Steele, 

Department of Science and Art, Assistant Secretary. 

South Kensington. 



ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



REPORT of the Sum required for Completing the several Depahtments. 

The Council beo- leave to report that (hey have had under their serious consideration the 
present state of some of the Society’s departments, and the means by which they may 
be improved and rendered more available to the public for the purposes Ibr whicli they were 

In (>rd*er to be well informed, of the impediments which exist to interfere with the useful 
working of each department, the Council referred it to the seveial Stauding Committees in 
conjunction with the House Committee to report what works will be necessary in their 
respective departments, in order to put the same into a proper conditioii of efficiency, so as to 
afford the greatest possible benefit and convenience to the public, distinguishing between 
sucb works as are required immediately and such as will admit of postponemeut. 

The Standing Committees having accoidingly reported the requirements of the several 
departments under their cure respectively, the Council submit this report, based upon the 
separate reports of the Committees. 

264. A Mdsmm 
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Museum of Natueal Histoby. 

The Committee having the control of this department obtained an estimate, herewith sub- 
mitted (No. 1), of the cost of comiileting the museuni, and furnishing it with cases for the 
safe custody and display of the specimens. This estimate, which the Committee state was 

S )repaied by the Clerk of Works to the National Gallery, that of the building works beino- 
ounded upon the schedule of prices of the contractors of the National Gallery, and that 
of the cases according to the contract price at which the present cases have been supplied 
amounis lo 4,859 4, from which sum is to be deducied 800 4, the sum already voted by 
Parliament for fixtures, and not yet entirely expended, leaving a balance of 4joo9 4 esti- 
mated as the sum required for completing the museum; of this 1,500 4 will be required 
during the present year. ” 



Library. 

The suite of rooms which contained the Natural History Museum, together with the cor- 
ridor adjoining, and the large room over the hall, at present used for the purposes of the 
Natural History Department, require to be provided with shelves and cases for books 
&c.,_andtobe lighted with gas; for the execution of these works, the Committee have 
obtained estimates for the shelving of the rooms, &c-, from James Owen, Esq., architect to 
the Board of Works, and from Gilbert Sanders, Esq., secretary to the Hibernian Gas 
Company, for the gas fittings, the amount of which is as follows :—(5ee Estimates 
Nos. 2 and 3.) 

£. 

Library Cases, 8ic, - 1,100 

Gas fittings. See. 

Total - - - £.1,200 



Of this suit), 200 4 have been already voted, so that l,O0O4 will ultimately be required for 
the completion of the library. The Committee consider that 300 4 will be sufficient for 
the present year. 



Botanic Garden. 

The works which are required in this department are stated by the Botanical Committee 
to be the completion of the range of conservatories, including the erection of a palm-house 
and a wing to corre.<^p(.nd with that already built, and a suitable building for a botanical 
museum,^ establishment similar to those in connexion with the Royal Botanic Garden at 
^junefs"” Botanical Garden at Edinburgh, to which they are such instruction 

Ihe Committee have consulted with Mr. Owen, the architect of the Board of Works 
relative to the cost of the conservatories, in whose opinion they cannot be erected for less than 



A sum of - - - _ _ _ _ 

Add to this the estimated cost of the Botanic Museum 



£. 

3,500 

1,000 



Total - - - £.4,500 



Of this sum 1,600 4 will be required to be provided iu the present year. 



Agricultural Hall. 

Jd'i* provided wholly by public subscription, and by the 

fund arising fi-om the subscriptions of members, is incomplete. The galleries, which were 
r !“'• ““pporting the roof, and which are, as the archi- 
S stm infSiS“ together with the floor and walls. 

The estimated cost of these works is estimated as follows:— 

£ 

Cost of galleries - 800 



Kough casting the walls - - - _ eo 



“‘lie present year to aid in the construction of the 
Eneh recited stabthly of the building will be insured, and the accommodation so 

much required for the purposes of the Society increased. 

The 
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The Council submit the following summary 
required in the several departments : — 

Museum of Natural History 
Library - - 

Botanic Gardrns 
Agricultural Hall 


of the total cost of completing the works 

£. 

- - - 4,069 

1,000 
4,500 
1,380 




£.10,939 


Of these sums the following will be required i 


n the present year: — 


Museum of Natural History 
Library - - - - 

Botanic Gardens 
Agricultural Hall 


£. 

1,500 

300 

1,500 

500 




£.3,800 


Wm. JSdio. Sleelfi, Assistant Secretary. 


(signed) Z. JS. Foot, Vice-President. 

2 February 1860. 



Estimate No. 1. 



Estimated Cost of Works required in finishing and fitting up the New Museum, 
Royal Dublin Society. 



X,. s. 

Tiling ground floor no - 

Cement skirting on ditto - 10 17 

Plastering and colouring on walls of ground story ----- 28 18 

Deal staft" beads of quorns ditto - -- -- -- - 3 15 

Painting, plain, on soffit of beams ------- - 5 12 

No. 21. Windows trimmed complete ------ 130 lo 

Deal casing to water pipes - -- -- -- -- 17 

Plastering on walls of upper portion of the building ----- 54 8 

No. 73. Spaces between pillars supporting galleries to be filled up with maho- 
gany saslies, skirting, casings, &c., similar of pattern, complete - - 1,294 15 

488 feet length of mahogany fronted glass cases for upper gallery, fixed to 
walls, 6 feet 6 inches high, in deal plinth 12 inches hign, and to be 10 
inches deep in clear, glazed with best polished plate glass - - - 800 10 

No. 38. Mahogany sloping c^es, fixed between pillars on top gallery, similar 

to those already supplied - -- -- -- -- 212 16 

Fourteen mahogany table cases complete, similar to those already in Museum 269 - 

Three mahogany cases, with lockers. &c. ------- 45 — 

Iron railings for front of upper gallery ------- lOO - 

270 feet of mahogany glass cases lor colonnade walls, similar to those pro- 
vided for upper gallery -- 676 - 

No. 56. Mahogany table cases for ground floor, similar to those provided 
for the upper - - 1,120 - 



Total - - - f. 4,858 9 10 



Estimate No. 2. 

Dear Sir, 11, Ecdes-street. 

■'I AM very sorry that it was impossible, from the shortness of time and very great pres- 
sure of other business, that 1 could either attend the commiitee to-day, or send them any 
answer to the majority of questions put to me yesterday by the library sub-committee. 
1 can now give them categorical answers, supposing my premises correct, but I propose to 
state in each instance what my calculation is founded on ; they will be able easily to enlarge 
or contract the several amounts. Of course I cannot advance the calculations as more than 
closely approximate, but they are so, I am assured, for I have sketched the shelving, as 
directed, for the unbroken side of the room F on the accompanying plans, have estimated 
the. cost of executing them, and then deducting the spaces uncovered, have arrived at the 
cost for that whole room. 1 mention this that the committee may understand that the 
264. A 2 matter 
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matter has not been guessed at, although not so closely gone into as if the drawings of 
every side were made. 



As regards F and E, I wrote to Dr. Steele to-day that the presses in these 
rooms, and fronted with mahogany, but quite plain, 12 inches deep 
above, and 2*3 for 3'6 high, and 15 feet high from the floor, avoiding 
doors, windows, and fireplaces, would be about - - - . _ 

The central corridor on the middle floor is proposed to be shelved with deal 
■without any projection, 12 inches deep and 13 feet hiah (allowing for the 
conhng down of the arches on the walls ) ; the cost will be about - 
The new reading room A on plan is proposed to have book-cases placed 
in it. This is a room of great beauty, and to introduce a cinctum of book- 
cases round it would be a great mistake: one handsome one opposite 
the fireplace at the end of the room, and one each side of the entrance 
door from the staircase, might be made consistent features of the existing 
decoration of the room; these should be handsome, and may safely be 
taken as costing 

Supposing the room C to be shelved as the preceding room A, the cost may 
be taken as (or two book-cases, at 45 Z. ^ 90 Z.* The two longer sides 
of the room being comparatively unbroken, and the ends so cut up with 
openings as not to admit of boot-cases as ornamental articles of furniture. 

* This plan abandoned ; to be shelved as F and F ; cost - 

The room B on plan is proposed to be shelved all round in the same way as 
F and E, and with cost in ihe same ratio, about - - - . - 

I Lave omitted from this statement all matters proper to be borne by the 
Board of Works, as properly belonging to the maintenance of the house, 
and pot chargeable ag-ainst the private funds of the Society ; and now the 
last item in my notes is for shelving, in the plainest manner with deal, the 
larger room over the had; this room is 37 and 27, and the available 
height about 10 feet ; assuming 12 feet as the depth of the shelving, the 
cost will be-----.-. _ 



£. s. d. 
314 18 6 
122 6 3 



148 10 6 



72 



£. 



977 15 3 



After making this calculation, H seemed to me to be a large price, and 1 went over it 
again, and found, by calculating in another direction, that it would give shelf room for 
upwards of 10,000 volumes. 

I now leave the matter with the committee, hoping that I have hit off the meaning of 
and answered their questions to their satisfaction. Unfortunately I cannot attend the 
meeting to-morrow, which I very much regret; but, as regards the future, they cannot go 
wrong in asking for as much money as they in conscience can. 

Yours, &.C. 

(signed) James H. Owen. 

. „ s- 

Amount of estimate jg 3 

Shelving room D as E and F, omitted from above - 200 — — 

£.1,177 16 3 



Estimate No. 3. 



Rough Estimate for Gas Fittings at the Royae Dublin Society. 



Tubing, joints, cocks, See., with labour of erection 

Two sun burners for reading room, complete ... 

Four double pendants for rooms of library on principal floor 

Three single pendants for upper passage - - - _ 

Two single pendants for rooms in upper story, and tubino- 

One single pendant for upper passage, and tubing 

Two sun burners for the library, complete - . , . 

Three pendants for lower passage - - - - _ 



£. s. d. 
36 9 6 
15 - - 

5 4 - 

2 14 - 
2 - - 
1 - - 

28 - - 

3 - - 



£.93 7 6 

This sum will not be exceeded ; it may, perhaps, be less ; I think it will. 

(signed) G. Sanders, 
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Science and Art Department, 

gjj. Soath Kensington, 16 February 1860. 

I AM directed by tbe Committee of Council on Education to acknowledge the 
receipt of yonv letter of the 18th instant, transmitting the Annual Report of the 
Eoval Dublin Society for the year 1859, and 1 am to request you to furnish their 
Lordships with a brief statement of the total sum which has been raised by local 
and private subscriptions during the past five years, and applied to the buildings 
or works of the Museum of Natural History, the Library, the Botarac Gardens, 
and Agricultural Shed, and what, if any, specific funds have been voted by Par- 
liament. It is desirable that tbe two funds referred to should be kept distinct m 
drawing up the statement. 

I am, &c. 

Dr. Steele, (signed) E. Stanley Poole. 

Royal Dublin Society, Dublin. 



Royal Dublin Society, 

gij. Kildare-street, 24 February 1860. 

I DID* not fail to submit to tbe Coxrncil your letter of the I6th instant, requesting 
to be furnisbed with a brief statement of the total sum which has been raised by local 
and private subscriptions during the past five years, and applied to the buildings 
or works of tbe Museum of Natural History, the Library, the Botanic Gardens, 
and Agricultural Hall, and I am directed, in com])lLance therewith, to forward to 
you the enclosed statement, as desired. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, (signed) W. E. Steele. 

Department of Science and Art, 

South Kensington. 



Royal Dublin Society. 

■A Bhiee Statement of the Scms raised by Local and Private Subscriptions during the past 
Five Yeara, and applied by tbe Society to the Buildings and Works of the Museum ol 
Naiural History, the Library, the Botanic Gardens, and Agricultural Shed, and wiiat, it 
any. Specific Funds have been voted by Parliument.” 



Museum of Natural History. 



Sums Voted by Parliament. 
Voted by Parliament, 5,800 1 . 



Sums raised by Local and Private Subscription. 



Advanced by the Society oat of 
members’ admission and subscription 
funds - - 

Profits of winter garden exhibiiion - 
Dividends and profits on transfer of stock 
Doniilion from British Association - 
Private subscriptions - - - - 



4,557 2 
300 4 
267 7 

95 3 
713 10 

5,933 7 



Tse Library. 

Voted by Parliament, 200 1 . I Advanced by Society out of &e members’ 
admission and subscription fund - 



264. 



A 3 



£. s. d, 
150 - - 

Botanic 
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Botanic Gardens. 



Sdms Voted by Parliament. ' Sums raised by Local and Private Subscription. 

Voted by Parliament, 1,190 /. Pi-ofiis of fgtes applied to builclings and I £. * j 
I works - - . - - I 613 - J 

The AGRicunTURAi, Shed or Hall. 



Voted by Parliament - 



24 February 1860. 



Nil. 



fund 

Private subscriptions 
Old materials sold 



(signed) 



the 


£■ s. d. 


itiun 




- 


1,674 15 10 


- 


2,036 12 - 




74 3 6 


£. 1 


3,785 11 4 



Uennj C. White, 

Registrar. 



o- Science and Art Department, 

T . J 1 , , J , Kensington, 28 Febrnaiy 1860. 

I AM Erected by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education to 

moot of “ brief state- 

ment of the Imal and private aab.-criptions of the Society, which will be laid 
before the Board at their next meetinw. 

n o. 1 * ™' *'<=■ 

Uo., 1 n M-' = ■'? 7 V,,. (signed) Norman Miicieod. 

Royal Dublin Society, Dublin. 



c- Science and Art Department, 

p . South Kensin^rton, 15 January 1861. 

the „“f M “> ‘^“blin Society for the year ending 

nkee of ^ '>PP'=.™ ‘>iat a sum is taken fora clerk in the library in 

while ^ .1 P“ere is also a new item for printing, amounting to 250 1, 

^ile on the other hand there is a very considerable decrease in the item for 
oirtinaiy lepairs, and the charges for uniforms and incidents are altogether struck 
Z ; I ' is i*" error in the calculation of the column 

toi snbordmate oftcers, the sum being 103 L 4 i. 8 instead of 100 Lis. fid.-, 

T g'™n by you making only 5,970 1. 

I am dnected by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education to request 

wWh°.h*' ' ‘“gi'e“ explanation of the circumstances under 

wnieb these changea have been made on previous years’ votes. 



The Secretary, 

Royal Dublin Society, Dublin. 



(signed) 



I am, &c. 



Norman Macleod, 

Assistant Secretary. 



gjj. Royal Dublin Society, Dublin, 

<dianffeTi?tbp requesting explanation of certain 

^ dieoted^bv the r “ .^‘1 5'oar, to end 31st March 1862, I 

the C^mmitS. S iuformation of the Lords of 

tne committee of Privy Council, the following statements 

I. With reference to the sum taken for a Library clerk. 

most^di^bableVw Committee, having long considered that it would be 

to qS iof t WV opened to the public in the evening 

to opinion m which the Department of Science and Art Soincide), have mad? 

arrangements 
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arrangements to carry this important object into effect, and the appointment of 
an additional attendant has consequently become unavoidable; hence the sum 
taken for a Library clerk in the estimate alluded to. 

II, The sums required for ordinary repairs and furniture of the establishment 
and also for incidental expenses and servants’ liveries, being either fluctuating in 
amount or subsidiary to other important public objects, it was considered 
advisable that they should be paid out of the fund ar-ising from the sub- 
scriptions of members (called tlie “ Resei-ve Fund ”), instead of being defrayed 
out of the sum voted by Parhament, and to charge the latter sum with the 
expenses of printing, advertising, and stationery, items which are constant and 
necessary for the public service of the Society, and which for many years pre- 
viously had been home by the “Reserve Fund,” 

III. With reference to the error alluded to by you in the calculat ion of th 
column of expenses for subordinate officers, I trust that the explanation already 
transmitted to you by the registrar of the Society will have been considered 
satisfactory. 

I am, &c. 

Norman Macleod, Esq., (signed) IF. E. Steele, m.d. 

Department of Science and Art, 

London. 



Science and Art Department, 

Sir, South Kensington, 6 February 1861. 

I AM directed by the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education to inform 
you that it is observed an alteration has been made in the estimates of the Royal 
Dublin Society for the year 1861-62, by a reduction in the item “ordinary 
repairs. &c.,” frum 330 1. 1 1 5. to 50 1. 

My Lords have learnt that, -without communication -with them, the “repairs, 
&c.” of the Royal Dublin Society's House have been undertaken by the Irish 
Office of Works during the year 1860, the effect of which would appear to have 
been virtually to increase the vote of Parliament to the Society without the con- 
currence of the Committee of Council. 

My Lords are in communication with the Treasury on the subject. Pending 
the i.ssue of this correspondence they have directed that the estimates of the Royal 
Dublin Society shall be printed in accordance witli the apportionment in the 
amended estimates which accompanied your letter of the 2 1st ult. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Nonnan Macleod, 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary. 

Royal Dublin Society, Dublin. 



Science and Art Department, 

Sir, South Kensington, 14 February 1861. 

My Lords have received a communication from Major General Sir Thomas 
Larcom, by which their attention has been called to the circumstance that, in 
addition to the usual Parliamentary grant of 6,000/. a year voted to the Royal 
Dublin Society last year, there was not only a specific vote taken on the Irish 
estimates of 1860-61, for the sum of 1,000/., being part of a vote of 2,500/. for 
conservatories at Glasnevin Gardens, but a further sum of 660 1. for the fittings of 
the Natural History Museum, and 711/. for heating and ventilation, without any 
reference to the Committee of Council, although many communications on these 
subjects had passed between the Treasury, the Committee of Council, and the 
Royal Dublin Society ; and my Lords had even recommended in former years that 
additional grants should be made for similar services. It was arranged by minute 
of the Board of Trade, 11th of April 1854, with the concurrence of the Treasury, 
when the Royal Dublin Society was firet placed under the superintendence of the 
Science and Art Department, that the annual vote should be fixed at 6,000/. 
Until the year 1859-60 the Committee of Council have reason to believe that the 
364. A. 4 Society 
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Society paid out of this vote the cost of repairing the Society’s house, furniture 
&CC., hut in this year it appears that 1,044 1. was voted to tlie Irish Office of Works 
not for specific buildings, which had always been contemplated as possible but for 
general repairs, and thus Parliament, through two sources, voted 7,044/. on behalf 
of the Royal Dublin Society. 

Having been charged with the responsibility of submitting to Parliam-ut the 
specific vote for the support of the Royal Dublin Society, my Lords cannot refrain 
from expressing their opinion that it does not appear right that the Royal Dublin 
Society should have been enabled to obtain other votes through other departments 
of the Government without the specific concurrence of the Committee of Council • 
and they suggest for the consideration of Her Majesty’s Treasury that all Parlia- 
mentary votes whatever to the Royal Dublin Society should be submitted to 
Parliament together, and that the responsibility for them should be placed 
either under the Irish Government or under the Committee of Council on 
Education. 

I am, &c. 

The Secretary of the Treasury. (signed) jR. Lowe. 



Gentlemen, Treasuiy Chambers, 1 March 1861. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to trans- 
mit to you the enclosed copy of a letter from the Science and Art Department, 
— ' relative to certain votes obtained by the Royal Dublin Society on the Parlia^ 
mentary Estimates for 1860-61, wit bout the consent of the Committee of Council 
on Education; and I am to request that you will furnish ray Lords with a report 
of the circumstances under which the charges adveited to by Mr. Lowe were 
introduced into the Estimates for Public Buildings in Ireland. 

It is desirable that my Lords should be informed on this subject without any 
delay, with a view to determining the sums to be inserted in the Estimates about 
to be submitted by them to Parliament. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) Geo. A. Hamilton. 

The Commissioners of Public Works, 

Dublin. 



Royal Dublin Society House. 



Office of Public Works, Custom House, 
Sir, Dublin, 4 March 1861. 

With reference to your communication of the 1st instant, requesting to be 
furnished with a report of the circumstances under which certain charges for the 
Royal Dublin Society House were introduced into the Estimates 1860-61 for 
Public Buildings in Ireland : 

I am desired by the Board of Public Works to transmit to you the accompany- 
ing copies of the official correspondence that took place respecting the repairs of 
the Dublin Society buildings, which have been maintained by the Board since 
the year 1859, when the application was made to the Lords of the Treasury by 
the Council of the Society to place them in, the Board’s charge. 



The Secretary, Treasury, 
London, S.W. 



I have, &c. 

(signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 19 May 1855. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to acquaint 
you that they have been pleased to approve of die plana of the proposed Museum for the 
Royal Dublin Society, and to 'desire that you will superintend ihe erection of the buildings 
•accordingly. 

I am, &c. 

. The Commisaioneis of Public-Works. (signed) James Wilson. 
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Gentlemen, Treasury Chambere, 25 June 1855. 

I AM directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to acquaint you, 
with reference to your letter, dated the 29th ult., that in consenting that the Beard of 
Worts should superintend the erection of the new museum of tire Royal Dublin Societv, it 
is upon tbe express understanding that that superintendence shall be confined e.\'clusi?ely 
to inspecting ami reporting on the works when payments are required to be made, and that 
under no circumstances whatever shall such superintendence imply any responsibifiiy as to 
the quality of work, excess of expenditurf, or alteration of the plans, so as to raise by 
any possible construction or implication any claim upon the Government for a larger sum 
than that which has been already granted, and that any aid or assistance which the Board 
of Works, or any member of it, may render to the Royal Dublin Society in respect to this 
building, shall not be held in any way to imply responsibility on the part of the Government. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Public Works. (signed) James fVilson. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 10 January 1857. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s 'I'reasury to acquaint 
you that they have received an application from the Royal lJublin Society, preferred 
throngh the department of Science and Art, for a grant of 2,500/. for the purpose of repair- 
ing the conservatories in the Botanical Gardens of that Society, and it is suggested that 
your Board should be called upon to examine into the proposed estimate, and to take it 
upon the votes of your department. _ . , 

In order to enable their Lordships to come to a decision on this application, I am 
to request ihat you will cause a survey of the conservatories to be made, at.d report to 
mv Lords what repairs may be required. 

I am, 8cc. 

The Commissioners of Public Works. (signed) C. H.. Trevelyan. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Chambers, 12 February 1857. 

With reference to your letter of the 7th inst, on the subject of the pn^sed repairs to 
tbe conservatories in tne Botanical Gardens of'he Royal Dublin Society, Inm commanded 
by tbe Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to request that you will inform 
them whether the proposed expenditure could be postponed for another year without much 
inconvenience arising from the dilapidated state of the building. 

I am, &c. 

The Commissioners of Public Works. (signed) C- h. Trevelyan. 



Gentlemen, Treasury Cliambeis, 11 January 1S5S. 

1 AM commanded by tbe Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to transmit to 
you a copy of a memorial from the Boyal Dublin Society, praying that the buildmgs m 
possession of the Society for public purposes may in future be maintained by your Board ; 
and I am to desire that vou will cause a survey to be made of the whole of the premises m 

question, and will report what annual expense will be necessary in order to maintain them 

in a satisfactory state of repair. 

I have, fcc. 

The Commissioners of Public Works. (signed) C. £• Trevelyan. 



OfBce of Public Works, Dublin, 

gjj. 26 January 1869. 

In reply to vour letter of the 11th instant, transmitting copy of a inemonal from the 
Royal Dublin ‘Society, “praying that the buildings in possession of the Society tor public 
purposes may in future be maintained by this Board i"* , , • r tt 

1 have the honour to state, for the information of the Lords Commissioners ol Her 
Majesty’s Treasury, that an examination of all tbe buildings in Kildare-street ana 
Glasnevin Gardens has been made ; they are, generally speaking, m fair order, as regards 
appearance, but some renewals of decayed timbers, masonry, Src., are required. I hejoints 
of the stone-facing of the main building also require pointing throughout. Maiiy ol the 
window-sashes of this building wUl have to be renewed at an early period, being much 
decayed, and a portion of the cost is provided for in the Estimates. Tlie drawing schools 
are in need of improvements ; the rooms are heated by means of stoves, causing much 
inconvenience and annoyance from the smoke. The watercloset accommodation for the 
female branch and that for the males is very bad. The ventilation of the lecture-lialls is 
very defective, the heat and foul air being sometimes oppressive. 

264. B 
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In ihe Society’s gardens at Glasnevin mucli painting and smaii repairs are required. 

The estimate for the repairs and renewals necessary this year to Kildare-street premises 
is 2447., and for Glasnevin lionses, 300 7. These estimates do notiuclude any sura for im- 
proveaients, but the Board strongly recommend that some improvements should be made 
in the accoimnodiition before referred to, for the male and female students at the drawin® 
schools, as well as in the heating apparatus. The cost would be about 500 7. “ 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary, Treasury, iondon. (signed) E. Hornsby, 

Secretary. 



Royal Dublin Society. 





1869-00. 


1860-61. 


1861-62. 


* Repairs and mainteDaiice - • - - 

* Repairs lo gardens, &c. - - - . 


£. s. d. 
344 - - 

800 - - 


£. s. d. 
360 - - 
300 - - 


£■ s. d, 
540 - - 
300 - - 


Improveiueiiis, specially for heating schools of 
art and constructing waterclosets and lava- 
tories for pupils. 


500 - - 


— 


- 


For renewing decayed houses for plants in the 
Botanic Gardens, 2,6007. Vote on account. 


- 


1,000 - - 


- 


Further vote - - .... 


. 


- 


1,500 - - 


For heating and ventilating new Museum 


- 


711 - - 


- 


Totals - - - £. 


1^044 - - 


2,371 - 


2,340 - - 



No provision made for any cases for Museum. 

26 February lUei. J.F.D.D, 

* These sums provide for the gradual renewal of decayed sashes and stone-work of exterior. 



Science and Art Depai’tment, 

Sir, South Kensington, 2 May 1861. 

The Committee of Council on Education have observed the item 19 of the 
Civil Service Estimates for Public Works and Buildings, for the year ending 
31st March 1862, and infer that Parliament will be asked to vote 882/. for 
repairs and alterations for the Royal Dublin Society, and 1,500 /. for completing 
a palm-house in the Glasnevin Gardens. 

I beg to refer to my letter to the Treasury of the 14th February last, in which 
I pointed out the inconvenience arising from the Royal Dublin Society obtaining 
votes through two different departments of the Government at the same time j 
hut to which no reply has yet been received. 

Since that time a correspondence has taken place between the Committee of 
Council, the Irish Government, and the Royal Dublin Society on the subject of 
the freer opening to the public of Glasnevin Gardens, and this correspondence 
affords a strong illustration of the difficulties which a double action with respect 
to grants of public money occasions, especially in the case of an institution which, 
though mainly supported by Parliamentary grants, claims the privileges of a 
private society. ] would again draw the attention of the Commissioners of the 
Treasury to these important considerations, before the sums I have referred to are 
brought under the notice of the House of Commons, and request that the Com- 
mittee of Council on Education may be favoured with some decision on the 
question submitted in my letter of the 14th February. 

I have, &c. 

The Secretary of the Treasury. (signed) 7?. Lowe. 
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Science and Art Department, 

Sir, South Kensington, 26 Februaiy 1862. 

The Committee of Council on Education transmit to you, for the information 
of the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury, a copy of Captain 
Donnelly’s report relative to the Royal Dublin Society, and I have to state that 
the Lords of the Committee of Council on Education concur generally in the 
recommendations made in his report. Some of the defects of the present system, 
to which my Lords have already called attention, are further illustrated by this 
report. Their Lordships desire to dhect the attention of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of Her Majesty’s Treasury to my letter of the 14tli of February 1861, to 
•which the Committee of Council have not received any reply up to the present 
time. Their Lordships repeat their opinion expressed in tliat letter, viz., that 
“ Mv Lords cannot refrain from expressing their opinion that it does not appear 
right that the Royal Dublin Society should have been enabled to obtain other 
votes through other departments of the Government, without the specific concur- 
rence of the Committee of Council ; and they suggest for the consideiution of Her 
Majesty’s Treasury that all Parliamentary votes whatever to the Royal DnbUn 
Society should be submitted to Parliament together, and that the responsibility for 
them should be placed either under the Irish Government, or under the Committee 
of Council on Education. 

My Lords suggest that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury should take 
the subject into their hands, and review the constitution and management of the 
Society, with the object of considering wbat measures should be adopted to insure 
a proper Parliamentary control over a Society deriving so great a part of its funds 
from the public. 

1 am, &c. 

The Secretary of the Treasury. (signed) R. Lou e. 



ROYAL DUBLIN SOCIETY. 



Memoeardum, &c. 

The Council of the Royal Dublin Society for the promotion of Husbandry and other 
u&elul Arts and Sciences in Ireland, have to e.vpre3s their acknowledgments to ^rd 
Granville for his kindness in having personally inspected the departments of the Soaety, 
and they beg leave to present to him the following statement, which they have prepared for 
his information : — 



Department of Agriculture. 

The Society includes among its members nearly 1,200 of the resident gentry of Ireland, 
who give it the advantage of their large experience, and enable jt to do most imirortaut 
service in promoting husbandry. Accordingly, in addition to keeping up a usefui Agricul- 
tural Museum and'Laboratoiy, it has been able to conduct its agricultural shows, sc, as to 
secure the concurrent testimony of the English and Scotch, as well as or the Irish judges, to 
their excellence and importance. These shows are open to all competitors ; they are held 
at an average annual expenditure of 1,400 L, of which only 250 /.is contributed from t le 
public purse, and the rest being raised by the Society. The Society has also recently 
«pende*d upwards of 4,700 1. (no part of wAich has been supplied by the State) in building 
a permanent Agricultural Hall, designed to give a further extension to this important branch 
of Its labours, which has contributed largely to the improvement of Ireland, -and is one of 
the main intentions of the Charter of the Society. c t • 

These shows occupy not only the above-named hall, but also the whole of Lemster 
Lawn, which opens on one of the main thoroughfares of the city. After ^ch show the lawn 
is of cours 3 completely cut up, and as the intervals between the shows do not admit ot ite 
being ever fully brought into order, it is acause of just complaint to the citizens. The Society m 
therefore anxious to secure for its shows a suitable piece of ground, which is at present in -he 
market. This ground adjoins the Society’s premises to the south, and is in every way 
adapted to the uses to which the Society wishes to apply it. However, its resources hem, 
exhausted by tbe building of the hall, and by the large sum expended on museum, it m 
not possible to raise the necessary purchase-money in any other way thim by an arr^ ^ 
ment with Government. The Council, therefore. I’ope that a proposal, wiih this end m 
which had been under Mr. Cardwell’s consideration when he left the Irish Office, may still 
he favourably entertained by the Govermiient. 

, ■ - „ aiOSBUM. 

264. 3 2 
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Museum. 

The Natural History Mnseiini of the Society was originally founded by tlie Irish Parlia- 
ment, who purchased the Leskean collection as a basis, and voted money for its maintenance 
and exiension. Jt has, however, been chiefly through donations that it has grown to its 
present scientific importance, and has long exceeded the accommodation provided for it 
Parliament, accordingly, in 18o4, voted 5,000/. to aid in building a larger museum and 
passed nil Act to secure the necessary lease, and subsequently voted 800/ for fitments • 
The Societjr added to the above sums 6 , 000 /. After ail its efforts, the building still remains 
unfinished, and a further sum of 4,460 /. is absolutely necessaiy to enable it to complete the 
arrangements, and re-open this, the only public collection of the kind in Dublin, and render 
the sums already expended beneficially available. The delay in opening the museum is the 
more to be regretted, as the collections contain numerous specimens which are wholly 
unique, and of the highest scientific value. ^ 

Library. 

Upon its Library the Society has spared no pains, and it is now by far the most generally 
useful library in Ireland. This is in a great degree owing to the convenient arran-'ements 
which have been made for students, with separate accommodation for ladies; and to its 
being the only public library open in the evening. The selection of the books is entrusted 
to a special committee; and the collection has, through the liberality of Parliament and of 
private benefactors, so greatly increased, as to have far exceeded its present means of accom- 
modation. The Society has been able to allocate the rooms required for its extension, but 
these are still unavailable from want of the necessary funds, estimated at 1 000 1. to 
provide plain shelving and furniture. ' ’ ’ 

Scientific Meetings. 

The Society holds monthly evening meetings during the session for the readino- and 
discussion of scientific papere, and publishes the memoirs, if of sufficient value. "Many 
useful communications have m this way been elicited ; and tlie encoura^rement afforded to 
^rsons who are not members to communicate papers is found particularly advantageous 
file bociety has also recently endeavoured to extend its usefulnessby inviting other Societies 
to meet on its premises on the same evenings, so as to secure for Dublin the advantao-es 
which the arrangements of the Royal Society secure in London. Already one Society (tlie 
btatistica ) has accepted the invitation, and it is hoped that others also will in course of 
time avail themselves of the privilege. 

Botanic Garden. 

The Botanic Garden is maintained by an annual vote of 1,346 /. ; but the collections 
which are valuable, have (wiih the exception of a few pounds’ worth of seeds annually) been 
tormed by donations or exchanges. , 

The sum voted by Parliament, although administered by the Society with the utmost 
economy, is not sufficient to meet the requirements of this department. 

It is unnecessary to recall to the memory of Lord Granville the circumstances under 
wiiicn the Society has yielded to the wishes of Parliament, on a subject most distasteful to 
Its members, who have reluctantly authorised the Council to open the garden on Sundays, 
and the Council lias,_ witii as much promptness as possible, acted on such authority. 

llie Royal Dublin Society has a peculiar constitution; its charter creates no ruling 
power within it, but gives each member of the corporation an equal voice in its government 
anU_ adramistration, so that the final decision of every important question affectino- the 
bociety must be, not merely nominally, but actually, made by the whole body. 

On opening the garden, the Council forwarded to the Government an e-itimats of the 
moderate annu^ outlay (169/.) which their compliance with the wishes of Parliament 
^cessanly entails, imd to meet which no portion of the Parliamentary grant is available. 
J.he reply of the Department of Science and Art is, “ that it is not proposed to call Cor any 
additional vote from Parliament in consequence of the opening of the Botanic Gardens on 

The Council, however, express their confident hope, that their Lordships will, under the 
peculiar circumstances of the case, be induced to reconsider that determination, and to re- 
commend tlie grant of the small sum required; thus precluding the necessity of brino’iuo' 
the question again before the Society, which at the present moment it would be. for manr 
reasons, most desirable to avoid. 

The Council wish to ur^e upon Lord Granville the expediency of funds being provided 
tor the erection in the ^pden of a suitable building for a botanical museum, similar to that 
in connexion with the Botanic (31ardens at Kew and Edinbuigh. 

School of Art. 

The School of Art of the Royal Dublin Society was, until 1849, under the direct and 
exclusive management of the Society. The entire expense (480/. annually) was voted by 
Parlianient. Lord Granville’s attention is particularly requested to the great success of the 
bociety s school, and the proof of its efficiency afforded by its having educated a large 

number 
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number of eminent artists. It moreover produced a constant supply of architectiiriil 
draughtsmen, the want of whom, in late years, has been a source of frequent complaint. 

Since the Department of Science and Art assumed the management of this school, the 
expense has increased to 680 Z. annually; and the Society has found it necessary to add 
from the subscriptions of its members, on an average, upwards of 70 1. in each year. 

Notwithstanding this increased expenditure, and every effort on the part of the Society 
to co-operate with the Department of Science and Art, the result has been misatisfactorj’, 
as neither artists of eminence, nor :my sufficient supply of architectural draughtsmen, have 
been produced. The success which attended the former management of these schools is a 
striking instance of what the Society was able to accomplish, by adapting iis arrangements 
to the peculiar circumstances of the locality, in employing public funds to better advantage 
than has been found possible by a department acting at a distance. 

By Order, 

•IS August 1861. Steele, m.d., 

Assistant Secretary. 



Department op Agriculture. 

I FULLY concur in the opinion here expressed of the advantage of purchasing this plot of 
oToutid adjoining the buildings of the Royal Dublin Society, and it would, I think, be most 
desirable to aid the Society in doing so, not only for the reasons here given, but also as a 
precaution ao-ainst fire, of which it is evident there must be always a certain risk from the 
low class of %ouses at present occupying the ground, and immediately abutting on the 

™ The Government, it is stated (see the statement in the Revised Memorandum), owe the 
Eoval Dublin Society lOOZ. per annum ground rent for the National Gallery;! I 
beli’eve now two years in arrear. A capitalisation of this rent lor 3,000Z., which is all 
that is'asked for, would meet the object. This, I would suggest, the Treasury should be 
asked to do. 



It is most desirable that the building should be completed, and the collections fully 
exhibited to the public. 

Some portions of the mineralogical and zoological collections are already airangeil iri 
glass cases, and, I understand, aU visitors who have applied have been admitted to the 
museum. The number from June to December 1860 was 8,556. 

Heating apparatus, especially I'or the zoological department, and a furtiier supply of 
cases and fitments, are absolutely necessary before these collections can be of much use to 
the iiublic, which, as the mineralogical collection is one of the finest in the kingdom, is 
greatly to be desired, I would, therefore, as I see no prospect of the necessary funds 
beino- provided by the Roval Dublin Society, beg leave to recommend that the Board ot 
Woiks be moved to take a' vote for 4,450 Z. in three annual ins^Imeuts of l,o00 L, to be 
emnloved for this purpose in accordance with the wishes of the Royal Dublin Society, on 
the full understanding that the Royal Dublin Society will then be prepared to ^en the 
museum and collections to the public, under regulations to be approved ot by the Oommil- 
tee of Council on Education. I may mention tiiat 1 was informed when at Dublin that a 
further sum of 800 Z. for cases and a catalogue of the mineral colleciiou would be necessary 
to complete the arrangements. It would. I believe, be foreign to my instructions t? include 
in my report a recommendation of a grant of this sum. and I may say f 
the Royal Dublin Society may be fairly called upon either to provide for this item out of 
its own funds, or to allocate a sufficient amount of the annual Parliamentary g-raii , o 
with the grants now under consideration, should they be allowed, and 
grants that have been made to it of late years, the Society should have sufficient funds at 

^^^pirSance, 1 find that last year the Royal Dublin Simiety thlfthe 

cases and fitments for Mineralogy and Museum of Natural History, and I take it the 
estimate of 4,450 Z. to complete“the museum is indepeudent of, or does P 

annual additional expenditure by the Royal Dublin Society Agam 

by the Board of Works in 1861-62 undertaking the ordinary repairs, the Royal Dublin 
Society iiave virtually increased their Government grant by 280 Z. per annum. 

The^ Society is especially called upon to exert itself in this matter, as the 



+ Havinsr accordiog to instructions, made inquiries on this subj^t at the Tre^nry, I 

"rese^ at all events, Unowledged The subject is under consideration, and my 
recommendation cL apply only in ease it is twknowledged hereafter.-/. F. D. D. 

264. ® 3 
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morandum. 
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catalogue, tor the preparation of wliicli, [ understand, Professor Haughton has offered lits 
valuable services gratuitously, of tlie Leskeaii and other collections is an object of the 
highest scientific value, and calculated to redound to the credit, and be of oreat service to 
the museiini. ° 

Library. 

_ The Library is certainly much cramped for mom, greatly to its detriment, many of tlie works 
from want of shelving being piled on the floors, or stored tii the garrets, or rather in the 
framework of the roof, where they are nearly inaccessible; 1 , 000 /. would, 1 think be well 
spent ill extendiDg the means of accommodation by fitting up the rooms which, Vormerly 
occupied by the musonm, are now vacant. The general public seem to derive great benefit 
from the_ Iibi-ary, admission to which is obtained by an order from a member. Durino- the 
year ending 31st IJecoinber I860, the number of readers, exclusive of members, was 11 y'to 
or a (iaily average of 40 readers. This shows, I think, ihat the privilege of the merabers'of 
granting admission is exercised freely ; and that, in fact, the public have the full advantage of 
the library. I was informt d that there was not the least difliculty in any person obtainiutr 
an order of admission. ® 

The opening of the libnu-y in the evening must tend greatly to increase its advantao-e to 
the public. I found that in the fortnight ending 3Ist October 1861 , there were, ° 

Daily readers - - - - .->28 - - average, 38 

Evening readers, six nights - - 78 - - „ is 

606 - - „ 50-7 



It was stated that arrangements were being made so that the library should soon be 
opened every evening in the week; I would therefore recommend that the aid asked be 
granted, and that the Boards of Works be moved to lake a vote of 1 ,000 1. for this purpose, 
to be expended in three years: 200 1. will be all that from the circiimatances of the case 
can be judiciously expended the first year. 

Before quitting this portion of the subject, I think it but right to brino- before my Lords 
^le state of the relations existing between the librarian and the Council of the Roval 
^ublin bociety. From all 1 siuv and heard, it seemed that it was only necessary for the 
Council, or rather the Library Committee, to propose one thing to make the librarian do 
the exact reverse. I myself certainly witnessed extraordinary conduct on his part 
towards a member of the Library Conimittee, to whom he was in duty bound to show some 
deference. 

^ not enter more fully into this case; however, it is sufficient to call attention to 
the Proceedings of the Royal Dublin Society, 2d August 1860 , to 27 th June 1861 ,” to 
show how little one can expect the public interest to 'be furthered while such a state of 
antagonism exists. These proceedings bring out, too, most clearly a point which I shall 
have to refer to again, the bad effects of the peculiar constitution of the Society, which 
gives the administration no power. 

Scientific Meetings. 

I think it is scarcely necessary for me to make any remarks on this head. 

Botanic Gardens (Glasnevin). 

Before proceeding to_ report on this head, and in favour of a grant, I would call attention 
to what 1 believe is n misconception in the fourth paragraph. The words quoted are not a 
refusal to a direct request, but, as will be seen on a reference to Sir T. Larcom’s letter, in 
the answer to which these words occur, they apparently are simply the expression of a 
hope th^ no further vote would be needed, and are more particularly meant to guard 
against the supposition that an approval of the arrangements detailed in Sir T. Lareom’s 
letter should necessarily imply a gmnt of the amount required. 

It is, I think, unnecessary tor me to give the details of the arrangements which make the 
expeuditure of 160 1., necessary, as they are given in Sir T. Larcom’s letter, dated 8th August 
1861 . Ihe estimate appears very moderate, and it is evident that if there are, next summer, 
anything like the number of visitors (64,000) who attended during the first nine Sundays, 
these e.x^a sei-vices will be quite necessary. That there will be a great many, I think, is 
very probable; for many of these Sundays were very wet, and on a fine one 16,000 persons 
attended. With all these large crowds, I think my Lords will be gratified to hear that no 
intentional damage was done. A little grass at the edges of the walks was trodden down, 
and a few flower-pots upset in the conservatories by ladies’ dresses. See. This was unavoid- 
able, as the passages were made when such crowds as these were not contemplated. Some 
exDsnse will be entailed on the Society in making aiTangemeots for these crowds. 

The gardens having been opened on a Sunday in compliance with the wishes of Parlia- 
ment, 1 think the Society has a fair claim to be reimbursed, at all events for a few years, 
the extra expense of maintenance thereby entailed. 

By the Minute of the 6th April 1854, when the funds of the Society were relieved of 
the exj^nse of most of their educational votes, it was arranged that the salary of the pro- 
fessor of mineralogy, 130 L, should continue to be paid out of the usual vote of the Royal 

Dublin 
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Dublin Society, but only “ on the distinct understanding that when the amount of either 
salary” (ijrofessor of chemistry or mineralogy) “is again placed at the disposal of the 
Society, it will in future be devoted to the furtherance of the Museum, Gardens, or Library, 
and no”t to the remuneration of a new professor.” I would ihereFore beg leave to recommend 
that the regular annual grant to the Royal Dublin Society be increased by 150 L per 
annum till this salary is again at its disposal. 

With this addition, the amount of the Government grant, 1,500/., to the Glasnevin 
Gardens will not be excessive; for the Estimates show that the Edinburgh Botanical 
Gardens, which are only half the size, receive 1,850 I per annum from Government, besides Only 1,400 
100 /. per annum for the professor. . year* 

Witli reference to the Botanical Museum, I believe such a museum would be jrreai 
service to the gardens in an educational point of view 5 still it is not u want of a very 
pressing nature, and may well be deferred for a year or two, during which time I think the 
Society^ might collect funds so as to contribute one-half or one-third oi the cost. .4. promise 
to the’ effect that a Government grant of the remaining one-half or two-thirds would be 
made as soon as this was done would be of service. 1 cannot but think that there should 
not be any great difficulty in obtaining 400 1 or oOO /. for such an object by subscnptions 
and fetes in the garden. 



ScHooi. OF Art. 

As this is one of the ordinary art schools, differing only in that the Royal Dubhn Society, 
instead of a committee, are the local managers, and have substantial buildings, Earlia- 
mentarv funds, &c. in aid, which the usual committee has not, and as such is reported on 
re<^ularly by the art inspectors, 1 need say little about it. Asm all school!^, everything 
depends^ on the head-master. However able a master Mr. M'Manus may have been, his 
health is undoubtedly now failing him. The school, in consequence sufciers. and is, 1 
believe, falling off rapidly. The only remedy I can see is, that Mr. M Manus should be 
pensioned. Tinformed a committee of the Royal Dublin Society whom I met of this, but 
they stated they had no means of doing so. I said that I believed the departm^t never 
did, or. indeed, had any power to pension a master, which rested wholly with tlie treasury, 
and I further pointed out, with reference to the third paragraph, that the object ot tlie 
department was not so much to form a few artists of eminence as to make drawing a pan 
of general elementary education, and therefore that the production of artists ot emmerice 
was not the criterion by which the department judged of the success ol a school. 

In conclusion, 1 must recall attention to the fourth paragraph under the Botanical 
Gardens, it is evident, from the case of the librarian, that the Council have not tlie 
slightest power as an administrative body. Having pointed tins out, it is tor tlieir 
ships to determine how far such a state of things siiall continue. It appears to me mat 
Government or Parliament should, when public interests demand such interference, ha e 
some power of influencing the acts of a Society more than three-quarters or whose un 
are derived from a Parliamentary grant, without having to proceed to such strong measures 
as last spring were found necessary. 

The Council at once suggests itself as the channel through whieh this influence should be 
e.xercised ; but, as at present constituted, that is, according to the Charter and l^e-_avvs, e 
Council itself lias no power; and it seems to me absolutely necessary, if the -“Ciety con- 
tinues 10 derive its chief maintenance through Parliamentary aid, that there should he a 
new Charter, in which this position, and its natural consequences, shall be duly lecognis 
and provided for. 

J. F. D. Doundlp, 

Captain R. E. 



11 December 18(51. 



(signed) 



* A'ote.— The Parliamentary grant to the Royal Dublin Society alone is o,t>00 /. per annum. 
The members’ admissions and subscriptions last year amounted to 1,234 (. 18 s., and on the at erag 
of tbe last sis years to 1 ,300 1. I have, therefore, stated that more then three-quarters of the tund 
were derived from tbe Parliamentary grant. The Royal Dublin Society give their ^ 

average of the last six years as 3,636 exclusive of the Purliaroentary grant of o,o00 1 . which w on W 

make it appear that the Society contributed a much larger proportion than one quarter of fund^ 
But this is by adding in every form of miscellaneous receipts, including subsenp iom , 

Museum Building and Agricultural Hall. This is evidently not a correct view. ° ® f 

ibe Ses of the Art Schools should not be included as has been done, or if they were, the >^™ouut of 
the department’s aid, 834 L, to the school should be added to the 5,500 1. P" , 

second place, the subscriptions to tbe new Museum Building and Agricu turul Hidl should not b^^ 
included in taking tbe average of the Socie^s private income, without aho including t 
special "rants made by Parliument in addition to the 5,600 1. per annum. Taking the ave^e, ^en, 
for the Fast six years, the miscellaneous receipts, when the Art School fees, ® , 

to 11,000/. But the miscellaneous receipts are tbe receipts at cattle shows, done ’ r u- t, 

as such are the proceeds of the application of certain funds, the contnbutor of one-quarter of which, 
it it evideot, otmot claim the wW. ptooetdt ; but tbey tlioald be ct.dnad ,n the proportion of the 
oontribution; to th, fimd. o, o.pit.I. I oontid.r, tbaroforo, I am perf.Mly r ght m 
mots thsn three-foorlhs of ths fondi or. contributed by Gocetnment, “■ “ 

6,600/. per annum has been virtually increased by 260 1. per annum — J. F. u. 

2C4. B 4 
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Revised Memorandum — (Received 18 December 1861.) J. F. D. ]} 



Royal Dublin Society. 

SrjTSMEUT relative to tire Sums required for completing the several Departments 
of the Society, 



Department of Agriculture. 

Thu Society includes among its members nearly I.COO of the resident gentry of Ireland, 
who give rt tire advantage of drear large ertperrence, and enable itto do most important service 
to promoting- Irrrsbandry, Accordrngly, tn addition to keeping up a useful Ao-ricultural 
Museum and Laboratory, it has been able to conduct its Agricultural Shows, sa as°to secure 

the concurrent testimony of tlm English and Scotch, ns well as of the Irish Judges to their 

erccellence and importance. These shows are open to all competitors: they are held at an 
1 “f ''Wch only MO 1 . is eontrlbmcd Lnr the pnbfc 

of 4 btin f the Society. The Society has also recently expended upmtrds 

mltma?Lil dee- ct which has been supplied by the Slate) in building a permanent Aori- 
wb-S ’ /■! f J f *° V'™ >° ‘Ills important branch of its lubonrs 

of the Chart rfSfsoJSy" «»» -f *'■<= main intentions 

These shows oeeupy, not only the above-named Hail, but also He whole of Leinster 
UWD, which opens on one of the mam thoroughfares of the city. After each shoiv the 
it X r y "p; “d as the interval between the shows does not admit of 

fk® brought into order, It is a cause of just complaint totlie citizens. The So- 

in thf mXt“''TV V® o'"’'" “ P'Sceof ground, which is at present 

cd-l^t.?m'H*' ground aojoins the Society’s premises to the south, and is in every way 

adapted to the uses to which the Society wishes to apply it. However, its resonreS hrinl 

M “nrsHk rn'rais*)'' H '^y '”8= oapended on the Museum, it il 

not possible to raise the necessary purchase-money m any other way than by an arrangement 

Lords® f.T fl "■“* r™»»ry in a meLrial trLsmitted Yo E 

Lordships on the nth of January 1861, andwhieli isbrieflyas follows;— 

Under the anthontyof the Act of Parliament, 18 i 10 Victoria, chap, xcix., the Soeielv 
ralh. ™Irrerl mto an agreement With the Building Trustees of the National 

Gal ery. Ire pd, to eaSe them a por&, of Leinster Lawn, pai-rof tire Society’s praraS 
md 1 was ° . S'e® P“y ®“''‘y “ sround rent of 100 /pei^amium’ 

Tear *by purchase for 3,000 i the future rent of 100 /. a 

S’d ^ P« '»>“rchy the Society 

abled to secure an adjoining piece of ground, in order to accommodate the 

Mr. Ca, dwelt wlirie fiLtVeYfflirSstemiy f» mZ,!’ ''““"'"““''I 7 

Museum. 

meIit%taXtE,l7.*’r'r' foohiod bv.tiie Irish Parlia- 

and extension ^ Coliection as a basis, and voted money for its maintenance 

wesent seZdfic n,Y "'"'o’ '‘"'“y “‘“ it has grown to its 

Smet oZ ,v- ' “d ]>U5 long exceeded the uccommodalion provided it. Par- 

auTt (18 t '• “> “d i“ “-i'di"? “ lurgeuMu'seuui, and passed 

800/ for fitmpnta Tk to secure the necessary lease, and subsequently voted 

•TekorL Z rJ S' Notwittstandingall 

ZrT,o’.(? .Y ^ and a furiher sum of 4,450/.* is re- 

Md dlriav Z Y ““Pi'd'O". V<* to fanrish it with glazed cases for the safe custody 
Zy he reoniS . Y T'“’ “ I*"" “‘‘y P“*>'to “itoati™ of ‘ke kiud in Dublin) 

'/he ioflmvYn^ ' expended Ije rendered beneficially available. 

haiiut efeZf r M “f, O^i-Sy i" ""^ity <>f BnHin, 

naving relerence to the Mineralogica! collection, is submitted 

“To the Council of the Royal Dubliu Society. 

« T _ Trinity Collee'e, Dublin ‘’0 October 18(11 

arran'teSZf',hY"‘* ' Eave just completed the 

38 ne?v cas2 oZidL f <=”% minerals of your valuable collection, in the 

duplicate drawpre: <> rl P**'P9®e- Allowing for inferior specimens to be removed to 

ff the 38 1 /Peemens to fill up deficiencies in your collection, we believe 

“ Tp' 1® ‘*'«'*‘iy ptouJed ai-e sufflcieat for the earthy miherals. 

1C minerals are not yet arranged j it will require from 20 to 30 cases of the 
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same size as those provided for the earthy minerals. These new cases and duplicate drawers 
to hold inferior specimens will cost 300 L, and might be placed either in the upper gallery, 
or round the railing of the lower gallery, which, in such a case, should be strengthened by 
iron struts from the pillars. j t . 1 n i. t. .1- 

‘ When your collection of minerals, Leskean, Giesecke s, aud Joy s, shall have been thus 
laid out, I believe it will be found, although deficient in certain groups of minerals, second 
only to that of the British Museum in point of interest and extent. 

‘‘ Its resources, however, will not be available to the Society or to the public to the extent 
that is necessary, unless you shall take some steps to have it perfectly an-anged and cata- 

The arrangement which Dr, Carte and I have been able to make, although stiictly 
scientific and in conformity with the present state of mineralogy, is yet necessarily imperfect, 
owing to the fact that I was unable to devote to the arrangement of your minerals the 

amount of time requisite for their complete determination. • • * * 

(signed) “ Samuel Haugkton." 



In order to furnish the Museum with cases, including those for the minerals referred to in 
the preceding letter, a sum of 4,750/. is required and in addition a further sum of 500/., 
for preparing and publishing a catalogue of the minerals. 



Scientific Meetings, and Joornai.. 



The Society holds monthly evening meetings during the Session, for the reading and 
discussion of scientific papers, and prints the memoirs, if of sufficient value, in its journal, 
which is published out of the private resources of the Society. Many important communica- 
tions have thus been elicited, amongst some of which are the following : — Reminiscences ol 
Ice-travel, bv Sir F. Leopold M'Clintock; Tlie Geology of the Arcbc by Professor 

Hauo-hton • the Climate and Natural History of the Crimea; Sir R. Gnffith and M. 
Adolphe Brominiart on the Fossil Hants of the Yellow Sandstone ; Professor Haughton on 
the lldal CuriT.uts of the Irish Sea, See. ; Mr. Buchan on the Iron Ores of the Connaught 
Coal Field: Mr. Baldwin on the Money Value of Manures; Uev. W. Hickey and Mr. 
Hamilton on the Condition of the Irish Agricultural Labourer; Mr. Baldwin on Saving the 
Hay Crop, &c. 

Botanic Garden. 

The Botanic Garden is maintained by an annual vote of 1,346 /. ; but the collections have 
(with the exception of a few pounds’ worth of seeds annually) been formed by donations or 

The sum voted by Parliament, although administered by the Society witli the utmost 
economy, is not sufficient to meet the requirements of this department, and is very far short 
of the sum of public money applied for the maintenance of similar establishments m other 
parts of the kingdom. . . , -i 

In compliance with the wishes of Parliament, the Society authorised the Council to open 
the garden on Sundays; and the Council has, with as much promptness as possible, acted 

Previously to opening the garden on Sundays, the Council forwarded to the Department 
of Science and Art an estimate of the moderate annual outlay (160 /.) which this measure 
necessarily entails, and to meet which no portion of the Parliamentaiy grunt is available. 

And the Council therefore trust that the Department of Science and Art will consider it 
butiustto recommend to Parliament to grant the necessary sum to meet expenses wffich 
have been incurred in consequence of the Society having complied with the wishes or Jr'arlia- 
ment in this matter. „ , 

The following is the return of the attendances of visitors on 12 Sundays, 
mencement of tKe opening:-— 

On Sunday, 18th August - - - 

On Sunday, 26th August - - - 

On Sunday, 1st September - - - 

On Sunday, 8th September - - - 

On Sunday, 15th September - - - 

On Sunday, 22d September - - - 

On Sunday, 29th September - - - 

On Sunday, 6th October . - - 

On Sunday, ISth October - - - 

On Sunday, 20th October - - - 

On Sunday, 27th Ociober - - - 

On Sunday, 3d November - - - 



Total Number on 12 Sundays 



700 V 
1,560 
12,165 
180 
14,780 
2,340 
14,300 
15,100 
2,970 
7,590 
5,300 
1,167 

78,132 



from the com- 



264. 



This paragraph 
has been altered. 



Altered, consider- 
ably from the 
original. 
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The Council wish to urge upon the Department of Science and Art the expediency of 
funds being provided for the erection in the garden of a suitable building for a Botanical 
Museum, similar to that in connexion with the Boianic Gardens at Kew and Edin- 

Since tlie foregoing estimate was prepared, the Society unanimously adopted the following 
Resolution, which the Council respectfully urge upon tlie consideration of their Lordships, 
trustino- that they may deem it right also to include the sum named therein, viz. 50 L, in the 
estimates to be submitted to Parliament on behalf ol this Society : ^ 

lle$olved, That in consideration of the high position the Botanic Garden now holds 
amonn- the scientific institutions of Euroj<e, mainly through the indefatigable exertions of 
the committee of boiany, and the curator, Mr. Moore, the amount of scientific and practical 
knowledge so happily combined in the latter, and so necessary for conducting his depart- 
ment, and his long and faithful seivices, during which so much has been done to vender the 
Boianic Garden iiseful to ihe public as an educational establishment, but more especially 
in consideration o)' his exertions to carry out the popular movement of opening the garden 
to the public on Sundays, whereby he has been deprived of his only day of rest, it be 
sirongly recommended to Govcriuuent to provide means f t increasing liis present inadequate 
salary of 175/. to 225/. per annum. 



School of Art. 

The School of Art of the Royal Dublin Society was, until 1S49, under the direction and 
exclusive management of. the Society. The entire expense (480 /. annually) was voted by Par- 
liament. Attention is particularly requested to the great success of the Society’s school, and 
tlie proof of its efficiency atlorded by its having educated a larp number of eminent artists. 
It moreover produced a constant supply of architectural draughtsmen, the want of whom, 
in late years, has been a source of frequent complaint. 

Since the Defiartment of Science and Art assumed the management of this school, the 
expense has increased to 580/. annually; and the Society has found U necessary to add from 
the subscriptions of its members, on an average, upwards of 70/. in each year. 

- Notwithstanding this increased expenditure, and every effort on the part of the Society to 
co-operate with the Department of Science and Art, the result has been unsatisfactory, as 
neither artists of eminence, nor any sufficient supply of architectural draughtsmen, have 
been produced. The success which attended the former management of tlie schools is a 
strikim'- instance of what the Society was able to accomplish, by adapting its arrangements 
to the peculiar circumstances of the locality, in employing public funds to better advantage 
than has been found possible by a department acting at a distance. 

By order, 

Wm. Edw, Steele, m.d., 

Assistant Secretary. 
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